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BORDER-PASS USE LOW

Frequent-commuter program unpopular among pedestnans

JANINE ZONIGA « U-T

SAN YSIDRO

Six years after a trusted-traveler
program was launched to help speed
up border crossings for pedestrians, 95

United States or Mex o 3
Gompper-Graves is organidhg the
survey results and recommended so-
l@bns in hopes of presenting a report
this week to US. Cuatomsand Border

percent of ople who regularly walk  wh
et pe

from Mexico still don't
havea S| pass andlack a clear un-
derstanding of how the system works,
according to a new poll.
San Ysidro Pedestrian Port of En-
Sittia Taat

going through the San Ysidro
have enrolled in the

try Crossing survey was

month by the South County Economic
Development Council, with help from
the San Ysidro Chamber of Commerce. It
found that of those who don’t have a SEN-
- TRIfrequent-commuter pass, 22 percent
said they didn't believe it would save them
time or was worth the cost. Twenty per-
cent said they didn’t know how to obtain
one and 15 percent said they had never
considered getting a SENTRI card.
Inaddition, 14 percent said they thought.
theyweremehgib]e.’l‘herestofthere—
spondents gave other reasons, includi

have.

Customs and Border Patrol copper-
ated with the survey’s coordinators,
said Jackie Dizdul, spokeswoman for
the agency.

“We will continue to work with our lo-
cal partners and with our international
partners to increase SENTRI enroll-
ment,” she said. “We look forward to us-
ing this survey and other feedback from
the community as a starting point.”

SENTRI — Secure Electronic Network
for Traveler’s Rapid I tion — allows

fears of having their legal status revoked.

“To wait over an hour, the elderly,
children, in the hot sun on a muggy
day, is not acceptable,” said Cindy
Gompper-Graves, CEO of the develop-
ment council. “We have to find a way to
make this work without compromising

security and commerce for either the -

low-risk, preapproved travelers to be pro-
cessed quickly when entering the United

. States. It's used at land ports of entry in

California, Arizona and Texas.
The program began in 1998 for driv-

ers. In 2004, customs officials expanded

it to pedestrians. For two years,
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